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Firstly I'd like to thank Steve Ellison for producing the last two editions of FP and in
conjunction with Mark Avogadri moving the promotional elements of the club a notch up
the technical ladder with the PDF on line version of this periodical.

We now need a new magazine editor, if you feel you  have the time and the technical
ability o pick up the challenge of producing this excellent bimonthly publicaton,
please getin touch.

In the interimyouve got me. I've just been looking a my previous and only edition of FP
which | edited in September 2002 | can't imagine where the past 4 years have
evaporated, but | do remember upsetting a couple of members with the Jeri Ryan (ST
Voyager 7 of 9) page 3 spread and the mail order Russian brides article. So this edition is
strictly Land Rover................. as if, hope you enjoy!!!

Thanks to all of you who contributed words and pict ures for this edition! If you sent
stuffin that has not appeared yet pleasere-send t 0 press@bhclrc.co.uk

Russ Brown - BHCLRC press and promotions officer
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Firstly a caption competition . What was the old boy in
the allotment saying when a Cambridgeshire rural patrol
vehicle appeared in hot pursuit of one of our members on
a muddy lane? There is a Range Rover Classic key ring
for the best caption. Thanks to Pete & Andy Restall for
the photo. See page 15 for the full police, camera, action
story.

Also since Stewart Harrison left the country there has been an unofficial vacancy
for 'Staff Photographer'. It appears this vacancy has been filled by Baz Halliwell
who provided the demonstration of the benefits of coil suspension with a standard
and a hybrid 88" in the same bomb hole atthe Great Brickhill Xmas trial. You will
find 4 pages of Baz's excellent work in the middle of this edition.




National 4x4 magazine editors please note. -
Please do not publicise oureventsin yourmagazine asthey are often already
oversubscribed by existing members.

Date
February 2nd
February 5th
February 5th

February 11th
February 12th
February 19th
March 2nd
March 5th
March 11th
March 26th
March 19th — 26th
April 2nd
April 6th
April 8th
April 147-17"
April 23rd
April 29" - 30"
May 4th
May 7th
May 13th
May 21st
May 27th - 28th
May 26th - 29th

Events can change at short notice
possible last minute changes ring the Information |

Event
Pub night

BHCLRC off road open day

Green lane trip
Green lane trip
Green lane trip
RTV
Pub night
Green lane trip
Green lane trip
RTV
Green lane trip
Green lane trip
Pub night
Green lane trip
Essex Interclub
RTV
Heritage Show
Pub night
Green lane trip
Green lane trip
Tyro Trial
Green lane trip

ALRC Nationals

Location
Carriage House
Waterbeach

Waterbeach
Carriage House

Croydon

Carriage House

Bircham Newton
Quainton
Gaydon
Carriage House

Weston Underwood

Manby Motorplex

for automatic update on all events and
ine 07999 553146 (24 hour)

RTVs & TYROs - Scrutineering 8.30am - 9.30am Trial starts 10.00am
IMPORTANT - Due to the regularlarge number of entries please note that

scrutineering starts at 8.30am and doses at 9.30am

If you are not in the scrutineering queue by 9.30am
you may not be able to compete.

there is the possibility

Green Laning - Please contact Andy Young for details



Hopefully you all survived the Turkey and Tinsel season
without gaining (or spending) too many pounds and that
Santa brought you what you asked for. Do any of us actually
ask for socks??? Girls a little tip for next year, we want tyres,
tools, aftershave and stuff like that, no more socks!!

On that festive note, the Christmas dinner and trophy
presentation was well attended and | had the privilege of
presenting the best RTV driver trophy for 2005 to Russ Brown
who won by a comfortable margin. The most improved driver
trophy 2005 went to Mike Dent who consistently improved his
scores throughout the 2005 season. Well done to both of
you. So farthis season Simon Day has managed to give the

victorious Mr Brown a run for his money, keep up the
pressure Simon.

On a more sombre nate | have to report that very recently the committee have regretfully
had to accept the resignation of Allun Williams as the Club Scrutineer. Allun has had to
stand down for both personal and family reasons and he will be sorely missed. On your
behalf 1 would like to publicly thank him for both his dedication and the professionalism that
he brought to the role of Scrutineer during his term of office. He will be a hard act to
follow, but we do now desperately need a club chief scrutineer and if anyone feels inclined
to step up and take on this important, safety-orientated role, please contact either Allun or
any committee member for more information.

I mentioned the need for volunteers to help with organising our many events during the
year in my last chairman’s chat and was pleased to see the phenomenal response to Andy
Young’s call for help with running the recent club open day at Waterbeach. Special thanks
must goto LEMITAS Medical Services and Stuart Welland for the free provision of both the
ambulance and medical teams. | would also like to offer a big thank you to all those who
volunteered their time and effort in helping to run this huge event. Event organisers do
find this level of response very reassuring so please keep up the good work and continue
to offer your help as and when you are able.

We have a celebration in the offing this coming year as the club will be five years old. As a
result the committee are looking at ways to celebrate our fifth birthday and would welcome
any ideas that you may have for events to commemorate the occasion. Perhaps someone
might like to design a fifth anniversary logo to be put on clothing that can then be passed
on viathe club shop at cost to those of you who would like some?

We are hoping to organise a pretty unique birthday party as part of an event scheduled for
September 2006 if the landowner grants permission. Anather suggestion has been made
to hold a night trial and a bonfire with fireworks display in November. The green laning
members might like to have a night laning session and then join in with the triallers for the
party. Some feedback on these ideas to any committee member, as well as a volunteer to
organise both the bonfire and ‘display’ would be welcome. We must have a budding
pyrotechnician in the ranks somewhere surely.

That’s all for nowfolks. Don't forget the feedback. Hope to meet you at an event near you
soon.

Gary Culpan
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The big news this issue is the
introduction of a new form of trial - a
TYRO - which will replace Family
Vehicle Trials. A Tyro trial offers
everything that we get from FVTs, but
also allows youngsters below the legal
driving age to get behind the wheel.
Inevitably, there are strict rules and the
emphasis is on safety and not damaging
your vehicle. See page 12. for details
from Mike Philpot, the Competition
Secretary. Also make a note of the
dates for two Tyro trials this year — May
21%"and July 16™.

For the more experienced competitors, the annual Essex Interclub event
will be held over the Easter weekend, 14™-17" April. The ALRC (used to
be ARC) Nationals will be held in Lincolnshire over the Bank Holiday
weekend 26™ - 29" May. For more information on both events, see the
links from the Club’s web site.

Talking of the web site, it seems to goes from strength to strength.
Powered by Avo our web maestro, the coverage of pictures and films is
amazing. See page 32 for more details.

New memberships and renewals continue to be handled ably by Andy
Collins. Those who have received their cards recently might have found
them stuck to the letters with a tacky adhesive which I've heard referred to
as ‘snot’. | hope it's not.

Finally, we've got a new number for the Club’s information line 07999
553146. It's worth calling the number before each green lane trip or trial
just in case there’s a last-minute change of plan. Changes will be notified
by e-mail if time allows, but the information line is the only sure way of
being sure.

John Ralphs

New Club Information and Contact
Phone Number - 07999 553146




- 29" and 30" April 2006

Yes it is nearly a year since the heritage show and despite, or perhaps
because of our antics with Lynn Bowles in the arena we have been invited

back in a more official capacity.

Abby being pushed into the twist off
challenge came 20 " outof40

Ben Targett from the events
section of the heritage museum
contacted me at the end of
2005 asking for some help with
the heritage run. For those that
have spent the last 20 years on
Mars the heritage run is the
central event of the weekend

where a cavalcade of about a 100 vehicles spanning the 58 years of Land
Rover production drive from the Solihull factory to the Gaydon heritage

centre.

Ben met up with me at the Brickhill RTV and has asked if we could put a
team of 10 to 15 volunteer marshals together to manage the set off of the
heritage run from the 'Home of the Legend'.

It will mean giving up a few hours on
the Sunday morning but everyone
who helps will get free entry and a
camping pass for weekend.

If you would like to get involved give
me (Russ Brown) a call on 01480
212717 or preferably because my
memory is so bad send an e-mail to
me at press@bhclrc.co.uk titled
'‘Gaydon Show' so that | have a
record of you volunteering.

Colin Argent being serenaded by event
MC and honorary BHCLRC member Radio
2's Lynn Bowles.



By Laura Daniel - Photos Derek Goard - As publishe  d in the January
edition of Land Rover World

LRW's Laura Daniel joins BHCLRC's
Russ Brown, Pete Restall and Stev e Griffiths in the UK Rhino Charge.

As | watched a 110’s tyres slip over the side of the rocky gauntiet edge and fall
into dense Kenyan overgrowth at the Rhino Charge in Kenya, | made the
dedsion: There isno way I'm doing the UK version. Yet here we were at an MOD
training area driving through the mist to the meeting point at Pippingford Park
near East Grinstead, East Sussex. A group of soldiers emerged out of the gloom
with white bags over their heads and Russ Brown my teammate, who | had
competed with earlierin the year in the Mac 4x4, gave me a ‘what have you got
me into now’ glare.

The UK Rhino Charge is, in fact, a fun day out for 4x4s in a beautiful part of
Sussex to raise money for the protection of the Black Rhino — no death defying
exploits after all. Butitis challenging, and you need strong tow points, a tow rope,
and if you fancy facing the more extreme Tiger Lines, a dispassion for your
paintwork.

Organised by John Bowden of Gumtree 4x4, and un by Club Off-Road and
volunteers, competitors navigate around woods and parkland with the help of tulip
diagrams to complete a variety of tasks. They can vary from the bizarre (a
reverse steer Suzuki; you turn left, it turns right), the risky (reversing into a river to
geta dangling due) and a brainteasing quiz while navigating.

The majority of vehides competing were Land Rovers, Defenders, Range Rovers
and even Series vehicles, but a Mitsubishi Challenger and a two-stroke Auto
Union Munga also appeared; the Munga going on to win the event for the third
year running, with its amazng ability to bounce over rough terrain in a very loud
fashion like a skate board on add.

This annual event attracts mostly individual entries but organiser John Bowden
hopesto change thisin future. ‘I would like more Land Rover dubs like BHCLRC
and companies entering as a team of two wvehices. It's a good event for cubs to
be involved in.” One team that threw themselves into the spirit of the event was
the Southern Coast Land Rover Owners' Club ladies team, competing in a loaned
Series Ill, who raised the largest amount of sponsorship, almost double the
recommended target of £400. Club member Michelle-Louise Slack said: ‘We had
a good day, raised money for a good charity and proved women can off-road too!

Brian Hartley, founder of Club Off-Road said: The eventis a chance for people to
enjoy themselves, have fun and raise money for a good cause. It's a great day
outaiming to support the Black Rhino and the people helping its survival, Rhino
Ark’ The Rhino Ark charity (www.rhinoark.org) was set up in 1988 to respond to
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the threat of extinction facdng the Black Rhino, and the money raised from both
the Kenyan and UK Charge will help build the 320km fence around the Aberdares
conservation area and keep a safe balance between humans and wildlife. Guy
Tritton, chairman of the Rhino Ark UK, entered the event in a Range Rover 3.5
V8. He said: ‘| have done the event for a few years and Biian Harley and Club
Off-Road always do an excellent job.” Event helper Hugh Wright agreed: ‘Brian
Hartley and his crew made a fantastic job of the event and there is no doubt that
their marshalling skills add to the overall enjoyment and safety of the event, which
John Bowden effidently organises.’

TRIALLING

As we reach the first task Russ is out of the Defender and walking the trials
course before | can put down my tulip diagrams. A regular trialler with his trials
vehicle to hand, Russisin his element. Each gate (two posts indicating a path) is
set out to form a course, and each vehide has to pass through these gates in
numeric order, with up to three attempts at each gate.

| sat back quietly as Russ got into
the ‘zone’ of concentration leaped
over the hills, through the posts and
left everyone gobsmacked at how
easy he had scored full points
without stopping, pointing out that
the trick to thialling is to keep your
momentum going. | definately picked
the right man for the job, it would
have been a very different story with
me behind the wheel.

AUTO-TEST

The aim of thistask is to get the fastest time possible. Your vehicle starts in the

centre of four posts set outin a square, and when the stopwatch begins you have
to diive in the shape of a four-
leaf dover, with each rotation
passing through the centre of
the posts. After dropping the
diff-lock out to enable us to
doughnut each turn, we may
have been in the lead with a
time of 33 seconds, but after
running over one of the posts
at the finish, we incurred a 20
second penalty, putting us
last, we were gutted. This was
such a great task, how often

do you getto teararound a field at full pelt? Shame about that last post though...



PUNCHES IN WOOD

Five punches are dangling from trees in the woods, which are spaced out and
tricky to find. A punch acts like a hole punch, marking a pattern on a card secured
inside the vehide. You have to get very dose to the dangling punch to mark the
card, which involves skilfully positioning the vehide.

The ground, littered with leaves, got very slippery after the first few vehides had
been through and our V8 Defender 90 swerved in the mud and became wedged
on a tree stump. No amount of jacking, digging or rewing could prevent the
inevitable, and we were towed free — by the Mitsubishi. Competitor Tim Arnold
said: ‘After three years of helping John run the event, | swallowed my piide,
parked the Discovery, and agreed to navigate for a friend who has the misfortune
to own a Mitsubishi. It made his day when he winched the Land Rover clear and
he hasn't stopped talking aboutit since.’

Once free, we scoured the woods for the remaining cdues and while trying to
position the vehide dose to a punch, smacked straightinto a tree leaving a crater
in the offside wing.

BLIND DRIVE

This trials course must be driven blindfolded, so the direction and speed are
down to the navigator's ability to communicate cleady. At the end the course the
blindfold is transferred to the navigator, who hasto lean over from the passenger
seat to steer while the diiver is in

charge of directions and pedals, all

driven in reverse. Or as Russ

explained it to me you need to lean

over me blindfolded going

backwards and Il tell you whatto do

with your hands, (Tart).

This was all going well until | took
over the driving and a loud crunch
came after my inability to turn full
lock with my face squashed up against Russ. We’d hit a tree.

ON SAFARI
The aim of this task is to find animal pictures stuck to trees in the woods. Each
picture has another co-ordinate and there are five animals to find.

Afteralitie confusion over co-ordinates taking us back to a repeated picture, we
were running around fields desperately trying to find the dues with Derek the
photographer looking a litle puzzZled at my instruction to fignore the second
baboon’.

The tasks catered forall driving abilities and teams had the opportunity to opt into
the harder sections called Tiger Lines to make the event more challenging. The
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final Tiger Line was an extreme CCV{ike tial section down a ravine in front of
spectators. After drawing straws Russ and | were the first off in our V8 90, but in
under a minute we were submermged in the saturated mud. Pete Restall and Steve
Griffiths, who were competing in their Range Rover and made up the other half of
our Beds, Herts and Cambs Land Rover Club team. They had to winch us out of
the river at the end of the final Tiger Line; only one competitor managed all the
trial gates, and they did itin a borrowed vehide.’

Dents, mud, a team medal, and a prize for the ‘best bit of bonfire wood that looks
like a rhino’ escorted us home, and

although the Rhino Charge UK is not

as death defyingly spectacular as its

Kenyan equivalent — it's a great days

driving.

Visit: www.rhinoark.org for more information

Laura

SPONSORS
Land Rover World: www.landroverw ond.co.uk
Lowlife Corporation: www lowlifeonline.com
East Anglia Equestrian Properties:
www.eaequestrian.co.uk
www.UKLANDROVERevents.com
Macmillan 4x4 Challenge: www .mac4x4.co.uk
Wessons Cafe, East Sussex: www.wessonscafe.com
See www.j ustgiving.com/Iw
for a full list of sponsors
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- competition update

It has been a very busy time since | was elected into the Competition Secretary
role for the club, and nothing like | expected. | have tried hard to set out a year
that is competitive yet fun and inwolve as many different groups of people from
the hardened veteran to the new.

This would include attempting to find new sites, scheduling a few Tyro trials for
the families, (Please note that the more family orientated Tyro format will replace
the previous family vehicle trials) a CCV for the nutters and of course seweral
RTYV trials, to include one interclub (for the moment a second is in works). With
this said all dates have been arranged in the attempt that they will not interfere
with other events of importance.

Please feel free at anytime to contact me if you have ideas, thoughts or
suggestions inwolving the Competitions, as | am here for you | will do everything |
can to use these thoughts. However, for the moment please have a look at the
calendar for up coming events, and as always if you would like to volunteer to set
up or help in setting out a trial feel free to contact me or any committee member.

Mike Philpot - Competition Secretary

Welcome to a new dass of trial — TYRO. TYRO trials are set out to strict
guidelineslaid down by the MSA governing the terrain and will ensure that they
are totally non-damaging to vehicles.

As a bonus, and to whet their appetites, children are allowed to drive a TYRO trial
provided that they are a minimum of 13 years of age. However, an adult with a
driving licence must drive the vehide at all other times except when the child is
driving the individual sections. Furthermore, children may be carried as
passengers as long as the following criteria are met. Any child passenger
travelling in the front seat must be a minimum of twelve years of age and any
child rear seat passengers must be a minimum of two years old. All children
under the age of four must be carried in a suitably designed and approved car
seat or booster seat. All vehides must have forward facing seats, unless they
were factory fitted, with a suitably fitted seat restraint for every seat No child
under the age of sixteen will be pemitted to travel in any soft-topped vehide,
unlessit has been fitted with an FIA/MSA approved roll over cage.

The emphasis of these tiials is safety and not damaging your vehide, they can

nevertheless still be challenging and fun so make a note of these dates May 21°
and July 16™
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What a merry ol'Christmas | had this year, had the
whole family over and took them all out in the
Discovery up a local lane or two, oh what fun! Looks
like I've made a convert or two there.

The Christmas and New Year break was obviously a
great time for people to go green laning around
Cambridgeshire. | had the unexpected pleasure of
meeting one group of our members in the local BP
garage before they set off and anather group gave me
a ring to ask if | would join them. Judging by the
feedback that | got everyone had a grand day out.

Greenlaning outside of BHCLRC is a popular pursuit
with many members and if | accepted every offer | got
to join people out on a trip | could spend every day of every weekend out and about
enjoying the English countryside. Unfortunately | do have certain family obligations, and
many of my non-land rover friends think | have died, so | can not always go out and play.
But thank you to everyone who has inviied me — please continue to do so because | do
like to get muddy on occasion!

If you are greenlaning outside of a club event please remember the Greenlane code:
check it out on http//www.bhclrc.org.uk/lane.htm . | have sent a copy out to
Cambridgeshire police. Hopefully you will have seen mention of one of our more “eventful”
greenlane trips in various editions of the Land Rover magazines, further details are also in
this edition of Four Play (page 15).

| am sending out an appeal in this edition of Four Play. | need to find and confirm leaders
for each greenlane trip for the next 4 months (hat’s eight trips). | am in the process of
moving and need to do some major building and decoration works on my new home, sadly
| can not build/decorate and Greenlane simultaneously. So please let me know if you can
lead a trip for me. Hopefully | will attend as many trips as | can but can not guarantee it.

By the time you read this atticle the BHCLRC/All4Wheels Charity off road open day will
have past by. | would like to take this opportunity to thank absolutely everybody for their
enthusiasm and willingness to help. | must make particular mention of three people, Gary
Culpan, Mike Philpot and Kevin Cook without whose valuable assistance and advice the
whole event would never have happened. Addiionally a big big thank you to LEVTAS
medical services for providing medical and ambulance cover and to Adam and his team for
allowing us to use the Waterbeach site. | am still staggered by the offers of equipment,
help and advice that | received from the membership. It was very encouraging and
refreshing to see that we are actually one big happy club.

As this edition of Fourplay will have gone to the printers before the event is held then | am
afraid that you will have to wait for the next ediion before reading the full reports and
seeing the pictures but | will use this opportunity to quickly explain what the BHCLRC
/All4Wheels Charity off road open day (f we ever do this again | have got to think of a
shorter name!) was designed to be and how it happened to come abouit.
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As some of you may be aware All4wheels are members of this fine Landrover club and
their shop also happens to be less than 200 metres from my front door so | do seem to
spend a great deal of time in the shop at weekends generally getting in the way and
sharing stories with Kevin. (Ask him about his experiences in Croatia driving for the
charities —you'll laugh your socks offt).

Whilst discussing, over one of many cups of coffee, the rising problem around Ely of the
recklessness of some off road drivers we thought that All4wheels and BHCLRC should
organise a little familiarisation session and show some of the local lads and lasses how it
should be done and the different types of off-road driving available. We bath agreed that
this was a sound idea—1 put it to the committee and it was decided that we should give it a
go.

Kevin and | felt that if we gat 15 vehicles then it would be a success — at the same time we
could raise a couple of hundred pounds for Cancer Research. During this time Adam and
his team offered us the Waterbeach site for the day.

Mike, Gary, Kevin and | set about the logistical nightmare of red tape, HSSE and general
planning to get this event up and running. After many, many e-mails and long phone calls
we had arranged pretty much the whole thing.

It was at this point that things started to get just a little crazy. The entry numbers for the
event were just growing and growing, within 10 days we had 32 signed and paid for with
another 25 — 30 saying that they would turn up on the day. | soon realised that we had to
kick it up anotch so | sent out a general SOS via e-mail for volunteers and equipment.

Wow what a response! | was and still am amazed! To date, other than a few reams of
paper, | have not had to pay for a thing Special thanks must go to LEVTAS Medical
Services via Stuart Welland for supplying us with an Ambulance, and to Adam for allowing
us to use the Waterbeach site. It is incredible what club members have been able to offer,
from ambulances to yellow fluorescent vests to PA systems to traffic cones to their own
time. It has restored my faith in human nature and reminded me why | belong to this great
club —so thank you to everybody.

As | write this article the event has not yet happened but if everything does go according to
the projections and planning we should have had in the region of 50 participating vehicles
from Freelanders to Range Rovers via Suzuki and a Cherokee.

We will of course be using the event as a membership drive but its main focus has always
been to show off road users what else is available to them in the form of competitions, trips
and events. Additionally and as a great bonus we have already raised in excess of £500
for Cancer Research. This figure will undoubtedly climb onthe day and | will let you know
the exact amount in the reports of the whole event in the next Four Play.

Once again avely, very big thank you to everyone who helped with the organisation, with
equipment and with their valuable time.

Happy Landrovering
Andy Young
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#1 $ % BHCLRC to the rescue
By Andy Restall

When we all met up at the services at Ely for a day’s greenlaning we had no idea
what surprises were ahead of us.

We all set off in our groups for some fun on the Cambridgeshire lanes, which we
all found enjoyable, but litte did we know how much fun and amusement would
be had by ourgroup which was led by Pete Restall in his Rangie.

After some really enjoyable and challenging lanes during the morning, we had all
stopped for some lunch on Old Lynn Drove, a nice wide not too challenging
byway, when behind us appeared a Police Nissan 4x4 struggling along the lane.
Ouir first thoughts were had we gone down the wrong lane, but we were sure we
hadn’t, and as it turned out we were correct — the police were from Cambs Police
Rural Patrol, and were looking for hare coursers in the area. After we had a chat
with them and showed them where they were on the map they had a good look at
the different vehicles in our group and eventually

carried on along the lane afterbeing assured that we

were traveling in that direction after we had finished

our lunch.

As we set off again the lane deteriorated in places
due to the tractors that had been pulling sugar beet
from the adjacent fields and very soon what should

appear in front of us but one stuck police vehicle, which amused us no end.
Having chosen the wrong part of the track to drive along they had managed to
drop their front wheels into some tractor ruts.
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The two policeman stood next to the vehicle with trousers tucked into socks to
preserve their uniforms and with shovel in hand to try and dig themselves out,
which was to no avail. There was great amusement to ourselves to see this. The
vehicle was well and truly stuck. We needed to consult their vehicle handbook to
find where the recovery points were lcated, and being Japanese, they just
happened to be in one of the most inaccessible points when the frontend is up to
it's axle. We then had to dig out the front wheel just to get to the recovery point,
and then pull them out with Pete’s Rangie.

Once they were free they fell into line between the Rangie and followed by Paul's
Series Il and Terry’s Defender, which looked quite good as the police had a
BHCLRC escort along the lane. Following along in line the police vehicle still
managed to get stuck 3 more times of which the Rangie pulled them out twice
more and Terry had to pull them out for the fourth time with his Defender. What a
shame we hadn’'t got the Series to pull them out at least once as that would have
looked really good in the photos!

By the time we had got to the end of the lane it had made our day and the two
police officers said that it was one of the best afternoons they had whilst being on
duty. Thankgod we had a camera with us to show everyone how much fun we
had that day and to show that you couldn’t make this sort of thing up.

Andy Restall
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No.1
101 80 88 109]| 110
109( 86 (101|100 107
107 90
100({110( 109
88 101
80 90 [ 101| 88 | 86
100|109 107 80 101

Simply put, this is Su-doku with a Land Rover twist!
Instead of using the numbers 1-9, we're using most of the different

wheelbases used by Land Rover over the years (80, 86, 88, 90, 100, 101,
107, 109 and 110)

Before you cry “foul”, I know the 90 was in fact 92.9 inches, but work with
me on this !!

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and each of the
3x3 squares contains all the wheelbases from 80 -110.

Solution in the next issue of Four-Play.

A new feature care of Allun Williams - Rating = CCV
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FAMILY FORTUNES

1) Something a blind man might use? - A Sword

2) A song with the word Moon in the title? - Blue Suede Moon

3) Name the capital of France? - F

4) Name a bird with a long Neck? - Naomi Campbell

5) Name an occupation where you might need a torch? - Sorry, Next Edition!
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Set out by Harriet and Steve Gowing - Pictures Baz  Halliwell

With the Gowing's reputation for extreme events we all expected
this to be a tough trial, but the scores reveal that the Christmas

spirit had got the better of the dynamic duo, and a certain Suzuki.

Have you ever heard a reindeer scream!!!!
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Set out by Russ Brown, Pete and Andy Restall, Mark  Goold, Vanessa Ralphs
and Laura Daniel - Pictures Baz Hallwell

Having an enthusiastic gang of marshals and an early finish to
scrutineering helped push 16 drivers through 9 sections.
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Name
Simon Day 4 1 2
James Diffy 3 2 10
Ed Lee 3 3 16
Paul Maskell 2 4 17
John Lawson 2 5 27
Alf Zemelis 3 6 33
James Brackenbury 1 7 37
Allun Williams 2 7 37
Scott Anthony 3 7 37
Mike Dent 3 10 44
Russ Beck 1 11 46
Phill Roberts 1 12 47
Simon Wilkins 2 13 52
Carey Donaldson 3 13 52
John Webb 1 15 63
Mark Avogadr 3 16 76
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Despite repeated attempts to try and have the publishing dates of this magazine
bought forward, as waiting for the next instalment of this saga is getting more
than some of you can stand, it must be understood that literary pieces of any
weight take time to develop.

Where are we up to. Standing in front of a stripped down Slll SWB wearing a
fetching boiler suit and woolly hat and holding an angle grinder in one hand and a
cutting disc and wire brush attachmentin the other.

The task for the next few months is to squeeze between the dropped chassis
and the raised body to clean off the chassis, cut out and replace any rot and to
paint the cleaned metal. The array of rust inhibiting paints available is bewildering
but! plump for a two pack application that was developed for north sea oil rigs.
This paint has two disadvantages. First is that when applied it has to cure, and
depending on the temperature and the humidity this can be aslong as two weeks
between coats. The second is the cost. Still, that's the one for me.

Accurately placing new outriggers onto the chassis is no problem as you can
mark the old ones across the
chassis top and line up the new
prior to welding, however the rear
cross member presents more of a
problem as the whole rear of the
vehicle must be cut back to the
rear spring hangers. The only way
to maintain accuracy is to build a
jig, which marks the dimensions of
the sections to be cut off with
reference to fixed points on the
chassis in front of the cut sections.
| decided to use metal as welding

seemed the best way to make the joins on the jig. Once made, the jig is removed,
the rear of your beloved LR is cut to pieces and you suffer an extreme bout of
paranoia as to ones competency to put it back together again. One good thing is
that you can see right inside the chassis, and would you believe it looks as good
as the day it was made. No rust at all. Wella result at last.

That was quick wasn'tit. A couple of paragraphs and its all done, cleaning, de-
rusting, cutting, welding, fabricating and painting. What this hides is weeks and
weeks of working in cramped, dirty conditions, wearing as much protective
clothing as possible, wearing safety goggles that let you see nothing and
suffering long periods of chest pain due to leaning over the chassis to get to the
inner face. Full marks to my sister, who seeing what looked like a man just back
from the coalface, provided me with hot showers and towels that took away not
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only the dirt and grime but also a lot of the back ache. Mind you, | think it was
either that oreat my dinner in the garden!

You know a passing thought has just occurred to me. You see in Land Rover
magazines people writing articles entitled ‘how I rebuilt a Slla which was found in
the bottom of a ditch where it had been for 5 years. | did this over a long
weekend, and still had time to take the wife shopping, and I've just won a prize for
best rebuild in the national show'. | am not disputing their honesty, but | have just
spent a full day painting the inside front floor (3rd coat), putting on an exhaust
system and wiring up the fuel tank sender unit to the dash.

With the chassis top and
sides finished it was time
to look at the bulkhead.
The footwells were rusted
through so | cut them out,
there was a small patch of
rust on the top rail that
runs behind the window
and the bottom of the door
pillars didn’t lbok too good.
| cutoutand welded a new
section on the rail, making
sure that the surface was
at the same lewel to
maintain a good seal with
the window, and | cut out
and welded new door pillar post bottoms. With that done new glass is put in the

windscreen, the bulkhead is bolted to the door pillar and the windscreen is put in
place.

OK. Whats next. Well my main concern must be that the supported tub (body
shell) is not the most stable thing I've ever seen, teetering as it was on the lorry
stands. I'd already noticed that the tub floor is supported on the chassis by three
galvanised steel floorbearers. These were added to the first production Series I's
after it was found that the floors of the pre{production models, that had been
given to farmers for testing, were suffering from dented floors when they were
being loaded with heavy milk churns. They are U shaped and indented to allow
the ribs under the floor to lay in the bearers, and the two are fixed at theses
points. The bad condition of these sections was due to the accumulation of mud
and water in the U shaped bearer, and electrolytic corrosion between the mild
steel and the aluminium floor. | did try and clean and make do with the old
bearers, but when | saw three new ones at a show, | knew replacement was the
only way to go. So new ones were purchased and painted. Right, now | can’t
lower the body with floor in place as | will not be able to get the floor out, so next
drill out the rivets that hold in the floor, being mindful that the tub is not that
stable. Done, floor out and that looks grim, really pitted with corrosion. Oh well, in
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for a penny, in for a pound. Go to an agricultural forge and get new floor supports
made and puton.

At this point | get the feeling that the project has swung around to the start of
rebuilding and it seems as if there is an end in sight. Mad bloody deluded fool.
Place the bearers on the chassis, making sure there will be no contact between
the two antagonistic metals, raise the chassis onto the tub, fix the tub to the
chassis and bring it down onto small axle stands, feeling safer with the whole
vehicle being that much more stable.

Just a quick word about mild steel to
aluminium joins. My method of trying to
overcome this problem was to isolate the
two metals. Where possble | inserted a
rubber strip between the two and then
covered the nut and bolt fixing with
silicon. Where mbber inserts were not
possible then st silicon was used. Most
of the new nuts and bolts are stainless
steel and silicon was also used in place
of the original Dum Dum.

While waiting for the floor | jack up the
chassis, remove the axles and springs
and clean and paint the underside of the
chassis. | then cut, drill, burn, hit, saw,
swear atand generally abuse the spring
bushes. Once removed and after a local
hospital check up to make sure this
pounding heart is not a heart attack, I
calm myself down and fit new poly
bushes.

Now this is important, and will be very relevant later in the rebuild. Questions will
be asked. When lining up the holes for the nuts and bolts on the tub to body and
bulkhead to roof all the holes lined up. That's good; Is it? You just wait and see.

Anyway it was hard work writing that, let alone doing it, | need to go away and
lay down in a darkened room.

Before 1 go, justa couple of things.
Remember practice safe eating- always use condiments, and is it right that
anybody who jumps off a bridge in Paris must be in Seine.

Back next issue.

25



(45 " "

At the end of 2004 the club committee agreed to establish two annual RTV
drivers trophies to be awarded at the clubs Christmas dinner.

Jason Wildman supplied a
complex algorithm that factored
in attendance and performance
to identify an overall drivers
champion and also the years
best improver.

The overall annual trophy went to
Russ Brown, pictured right.

The best improver trophy went to
Mike Dent who was not present
at the dinner so it was presented
at the Gt Brickhill Christmas trial.

The competition for the 2006

trophy has begun with Simon Day storming into the lead winning the first two
trials of the season with just 2 points overthe two events, kess than most of us get
on the average section!

Final Results Table
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No of entrants 1218 4 |19 |17 | 18] 9 |22 8 | 17|29
1 2| 8 Russ Brown 0 3|1]0f21]1 110|211 9 | 3
2 2| 8 John Lawson 6 | 9]0 |183|5|4]0]0]2 1|1
3 118 Russ Beck 3 5 1 |16 0 9 6 0 0 3 |11
4 1|8 John Ralphs 0|l 4|2]|]o0o|12]18]1]|]6|4]O0]5
5 2|6 Andy Collins 0O|lo]|]o 17| 2 2]1]o0fo|5]2]3
6 3|6 Mike Dent 0l1w|O|]wO|O]| 6]|]3]|]5|0]|O0]S8




7 2|5 Martin Sheppard 710 6 18] 5 4 0|0
8 2| 4 Simon Day 1 (0 10| o0 9 01O
9 2| 6 Ged Hallam 0 8 1ml9 |1 14 0 | 10
10 316 Mark Avogadri 210 21410 12 0 |29
11 2|3 Colin Argent 0 1 7103 0 01O
12 2| 4 Hayley Brown 410 4 1316 0 01O
13 2| 4 Allun Williams 0 2 3 115| 0 0 0|0
14 31 4 Ed Lee 0 0 8 |0 0 1 0|29
15 1|5 Geoff Hale 0 0 0 (11|11 0 12 | 19
16 315 Pete Resthall 0 0 00|10 0 4 118
17 513 Vannessa Ralphs 010 0]1]0]O0 0 516
18 2| 2 Dave Alderman 0 0 010 7 3 0|0
19 2|5 Richard Sheppard | 12 | 12 9]0 |14 0 0|21
20 312 Mike Philpot 0 0 0]0 0 9 0|7
21 513 Simon Perry nmi|z 016 ]0 0 0|0
22 41 2 Kevin Hammond 0 0 51010 9 0|0
23 2| 2 David Lawson 0 6 010 7 0 0|0
24 314 Paul Stevens 0 0 19115 0 0 7 |16
25 312 Paul Williamson 0|1 0]1]0]O0 0 0 |11
26 311 James Diffy 0 0 0]0 0 0 0| 2
27 2| 2 Terry Dennis 010 0]1]0]O0 14 0 |13
28 312 Andy Resthall 0 0 0]0 0 0 7 |22
29 313 Scott Anthony 0| 13 oo 0 13 15 0
30 312 Paul Loader 0 0 01015 8 0|0
31 312 Adam Shearing 0] 16 0]1]0]O0 0 019
32 213 Simon Wilkins 0 0 1410 0 16 0 | 23
33 411 Nigel Fletcher 0 0 oo 0 7 of|o
34 311 lan Drew 0 0 oo 0 0 6 | O
35 2|1 Dick Greaves 0 0 o1l7 0 0 0|0
36 311 Alf Zemelis 5 0 0]1]0]O0 0 0|0
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37 212 Ed Cole 0] 15 010 | O 0 0]oO
38 2| 2 Emily Lawson 0] 0 0]1]0]O0 0 0|0
39 2|1 Paul Fisher 0 0 0]1]0]O0 0 0|14
40 111 Brian Bland 0 0 oo o 0 0| 15
41 2| 2 Malcom Bradbury 010 01013 18 0|0
42 311 S York 0 0 0]0 0 0 0 | 16
43 01 Mark Gould 0 0 0]0 0 0 0]oO
44 211 Amy Pike 0 0 0]0 0 0 10| 0
45 312 Andy Broderick 010 0]113]0 19 0|0
46 311 Carey Donaldson 010 0]1]0]O0 0 1] 0
a7 211 R Jeferson 0 0 0]0 0 0 0|19
48 211 Martin Holt 8 0 0]0 0 0 0]oO
49 2| 2 James Sheen 0 0 5100 20 of|o
50 111 Jason Wildman 9 0 0]1]0]O0 0 0|0
51 2|1 R.j.Greaves 010 0|l0] O 0 3]0
52 2|1 Luke Zemelis 0|14 0]1]0]O0 0 0|0
53 511 Pete Heath 0 0 0|14 0 0 0]oO
53 1|11 Jeremy Jacobs 0 0 oo 0 0 1410
55 211 K Cook 0 0 0]0 0 0 0|24
56 2|1 James Brakenbury | 0 | O 0]1]0]O0 19 0|0
57 311 Andrew Marchant 0 0 0]1]0]O0 0 0|0
58 311 Rob Keach 0 0 of|o 0 0 6|0
59 311 Pete Newman 0|17 0]1]0]O0 0 of|o
59 312 Russ Black 0 0 00|17 22 0|0
61 41 2 Doug Strachan 010 8|10 0 0 0 |29
62 1|11 John Webb 0 0 0]0 0 21 o|o
63 311 Kevin Preist 0| 18 o|l0] O 0 01O
63 312 Mark Woodland 0 0 0]0 0 0 17 | 29
63 211 A Preist 0 0 0]0 0 0 0|29
63 0]1 S Craner 0 0 0]1]0]O0 0 of|o
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At the recent Heath and Reach trial LRW's Laura Dan el spent the Saturday
with us learning how to set out a trials event, and asked me to write a do's
and don'ts on the subect. Those of you that have a  ttended trials but not
had the confidence to step forward and set one out may find this useful.

How does a club start running trials events

Initially you need to register your club with the Motor Sports Association (MSA)
as a competitive club, to do so your club needs to have 25 members. The MSA
will then supply at a modest cost a permit

for each trials event you run and third party

insurance for the drivers competing.

What s a trial?

A trial is a competitive event governed by
the MSA based on your ability to drive a
number of pre defined sections to the best
of your ability, 4x4 trials come under a
range of titles most commonly

CCV = Cross Country Vehicle

RTV = Road Taxed Vehicle

TYRO = The daughter of Salmoneus and
the niece of Athamas (Also a trial for
beginners and junior drivers.) See page 12

Cross Country Vehicle Trial

The serious end of trialing. Vehicles do not
need to be road legal but do have to meet
the clubs wehicle regulations which will
have very specific requirements relating to
roll cages and safety. The trial sections will
be very demanding with strong possibilities
of damage to the vehicle.

Road Taxed Vehicle Trials

In most clubs these are the most common

sort of trial, they are open to any road legal

4x4. In the majority of clubs you are

unlikely to be able to compete in an event if there is no bodywork above the
bonnetline to protect you from those vicious branches or the rare but occasional
roll, and elements like suitable recovery points are important. If you are a
member of an ALRC club you will also find a plethora of regulations concentrating
on whether your vehicle is genuinely a Land Rover. RTV trials should be set out
to be challenging but non damaging in the spirit of being confident in driving the
competing vehicle to the event, and being confident you will be able to drive it
home again.
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Tyro Trial
Similar vehicle requirements to an RTV trial but designed with the absolute

beginner in mind even younger non licensed drivers can compete. Tyro's have
strict rules about approach, departure and side slope angles often making then
tougherto setoutthan a ccv. See page 12

What is a trials section?

A trial section is a route defined by a number of gates (normally 12 gates)
generally made from a pair of bamboo canes. The gates will be numbered in
descending order with the final gate being number 1. To cleara section you need
to drive without hitting a gate or stopping , although in most clubs longer
wheelbase vehicles are allowed one ‘shunt' where they can stop reverse then
continue. Points are awarded for how many gates have been cleared. Clearing a
gate being defined as getting a lkeading hub through an imaginary line between
the gate markers without hitting the gate. So if you get a hub through the 1 gate
you score a O if you hit the 5 gate you get a 5. At the end of the day the driver
with the lowest score wins the event or his class in the event depending on how
the club defnes its vehicle classes, some go for long and short wheelbase
classes, others divide by cooil or leaf, at

BHCLRC we do both.

Setting out a trial

This is not rocket science, but you generally
find at club level there is always a shortage of
competing members who are prepared to set
out an event. Having said that | had half a
dozen people helping me at Heath and Reach.
(Possibly because they heard that the lovely
Laura was going to be there).

| follow the following ground rules (excuse the

pun).

1. Wherever possible use the terrain rather
than the marker canes as obstacles, for
instance if you have a tough assent that a
lot of people will fail you don't need a tight
gate at the top of it, the canes should be there to guide you around the
section.

2. Try to make your sections get progressively tougher, it is very frustrating for
new drivers to be getting high points on every section and just a few minutes
competitive driving in a days event.

3. Start the day off with your easiest section, even if it is so easy that everyone
clears it, so the drivers can get in the mood and mind frame for a good
competitive day, again it is very disheartening to get 10 or more points on
your first section.

4. Don't make the gates ridiculously tight, with a bit of imagination you can make
a physically wide gate have a narrow driven line.

5. Leawe latitude for changing weather conditions, there is no point making your
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sections so tough that if it rains overnight no-one will be able to drive them.

6. If you are going to have a long section, plan it so you can get two vehicles
running at a time and plan how you can stop a vehicle with ho competitive
disadvantage if there is a hold up with the leading vehicle.

Running the trial on the day
There is nothing more satisfying than watching 15 to 20 drivers drive your

sections the following day and ending up with a range of scores from singlke
figures to 50 or more, but with all the drivers going home with big grins on their
faces. With a little planning and preparation this is not too difficult to achieve.

Turn up really early on the day
of your trial to give yourself
plenty of time to tweak sections
that might have been affected
by owvernight weather, no one
wants to getan 11 on a section,
if the start of a section has got
so slippy overnight that
everyone is going to get double
figures change the start.

Get as many sections as

possible numbered up so you

are not running round like a
headless chicken later in the day. Show your marshals where you can stop
competitors if there is a problem on section, work out the best place to have a
recovery vehicle, in short plan your day. If a competent person is standing around
with nothing to do slap a fluorescent jacket on them and sign them up as a
marshal.

Once everyone is through scrutineering keep the event moving, two minutes
extra unnecessarily given over to walking each section adds up to a lost section
at the end of the day, the more driving that your competitors can get in the
happier they will be.

Keep good communication between your marshals and make sure the next driver
is on the start line and is set off as soon as it is safe to do so. Again, 15 seconds
lost at each start, starting 20 vehicles over 8 sections is 40 minutes lost over the
day, another section that you made a lot of effort to set up does not get driven.

Despite all the comments above about saving time, try to let your competitors
drive the whole section even if they did get their points early on, driving is what
they come to do, and try to squeeze a short lunch break n, it is the most social
part of the day.

Last but not least try to enjoy your trial and don' t get stressed by the odd
moan, you will never quite please everyone alloft  he time.
Russ Brown
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The web site has been going through a
few changes, with new content being
added almost daily. If you haven't seen it,
take a look at http//www.bhclrc.co.uk.
Feedback is always welcome.

You can now find most of the club

documentation under the ‘info’ section
http://www.bhclrc.org.uk/useful.htm, which also has Ilinks to complete
downloadable workshop manuals for most Land/Range Rovers. The site is also
now w3c compliant; and the gallery now has some 5000 pictures & must be the
biggest gallery of dirty Land Rovers on the web.

We hawe taken advantage of Google's new video archive & published a few clips.
These can be found by visiting Google video http://video.google.com/ & searching
for 'land rover'. Of the 40 odd items retumed, 30 ish are ours.Some up to lhr
long, ideal way to spend a lunch break (Most orig content by Stewart Harrison)
The full (provisional) events calendar for 2006 is available at
http://www.bhclrc.org.uk/events.htm Update your diary now!

Also James Brackenbury has picked up the baton of the sites 'History' section, if
you get the urge to write an article about a specific vehicle please get in touch
with James at history@bhclrc.co.uk

Mark Avogadr - BHCLRC Webmaster - www.bhclrc.co.uk

$6 6! & 0 7

Avery warm welcome to all the new members listed below that hav e joined since the last
issue of Four Play. We hope to see you at one of the Club Nights (first Thursday in the
month) or perhaps at one of the Club events. If any of you have any queries at all give one
of the committee members a call and we will answer any questions you may have, or if
any one has any technical Land Rover problems, let us know and someone will try to help
you Happy Land Rovering.......

Name Surname Area
Mark Leyland Hitchin
Stephen Draper Ely
Oliver Field Chesham
Richard Hoole Sandy
Howard Moore Potton
John Owers Stevenage
James Isaac Arlesey
William Woodrow Shefford
Simon Lanham Melbourn

Please note we are no longer listing family members names due to lack of room but we would
still like to say welcome to your families too. - Total Full Members =234
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LRM have now featured the heroic rescue of a stranded Cambridgeshire
police vehicle by a BHCLRC green laning group, this will also be featuring
in the Cambs constabularies own internal newsletter and 'Total off road'
magazine have asked for copies of the pics. We have also been
approached by LRW to be their club of the month in an edition this year.
Sunita and my Mac 4x4 entry have appeared in all 4 land rover mags
(Sunita can be currently seen fronting mfi's kitchen advertising campaign
on TV). There was also a 4 page article on our Rhino charge team in
January's LRW, reproduced in this edition of FP on from page 8.

| have been in preliminary discussions with Woburn Safari Park regarding
running a two-day challenge event in aid of an animal conservation
project. If we get the OK from the Duke of Bedford it will be a unique
event, including navigation stages in the safari enclosures. The working
title for the event is 'Woburn Trek' and the format will resemble events
such as the Macmillan 4x4 Challenge and the UK Rhino Charge, with an
entry fee to cover the cost of running the event and a sizeable
sponsorship figure required to be raised by each team for the nominated
conservation project. When and if a plan has been put together there will
be an update in FP and announcements in the 4x4 press.

1" 0 8888

With the increased interest in challenge and navigation events both at
home and on the continent I'm thinking of running a tulip diagram training
day. To get a feel for the amount of interest please send me an e-mail at
press@bhclrc.co.uk if this is something that you would like to do. If there
are more than a few people that are up for it I'll run a session on a scenic
section we have defined up near Stamford.

Russ Brown - Press and Promotions Officer -
press@bhclirc.co.uk
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Stickers with Club logo

A7 window sticker £1.00
A7 sticker £1.00
A4 sticker £5.00
A2 sticker £15.00

Recovery Ropes
All Working Load Limit (WLL) ratings are for hauling only.
All items are labelled and have a batch number
4.5 metre nylon rope

(24 mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6:1 safety factor) £21.00
8.0 metre nylon rope £35.00
(24 mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6:1 safety factor) '
2.0 metre nylon bridle £15.00
(24 mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6:1 safety factor) '
8.0 metre kinetic rope £45.00

(24mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6;1 safety factor)

Recovery kit
All Working load Limits (WLL) ratings below are for lifting.

All strops are labelled and have a batch number.

For hauling (not snatch recovery) the WLL is 2.7 times the lifthg SWL.
Superwinch EP9 12 wlt electric winch c/w wire £425 00
rope, snatch block, and roller fairlead
4 ft Hi- Lift Jack (HL-485 ) all cast constuction £49.95

Bow shackle (6.5 tonne) £8.00
Roller fairlead (Superwinch — X6, X9, S9, EP6, EP9 £60.00
& Husky)

Bow shackle (4.75 tonne) £6.50
2.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £10.50
3.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £14.00
4.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £17.00
5.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £18.00
8.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £24.00
10.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £28.00

Miscellaneous
2.0 litre AFFF fire extinguisher (complete with bracket) £23.00

Contact Russ Black,
Phone 01234 216682 Mobile: 07981 310891
email: shop@bhclrc.co.uk
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Please ensure that you have your membership card to hand when contacting
these suppliers, as they will ask for your membership number.
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G4 CHALLENGE UK FINALISTS PUT THROUGH THEIR PACES I N THE HIGHLANDS

Dunkeld, Scotland, 17 January 2006 — Counting down to one of the woid's
toughest driving and multi-sport adventure challenges, Scotsman and 2003 Land
Rover G4 Challenge veteran, Tim Pickering, last week visited the Land Rover
Expelience in Dunkeld, Perthshire to administer some gruelling training on the
three 2006 UK finalists.

Putting the British finalists through their paces ahead of the competition’s next
stage — the International Selections - Tim delivered an exhausting reminder of
what'sin store for railway engineer Brian Reynolds, RAF doctor Andy Grieve and
overseas tour director Susanna Madge — the UK’s first female finalist.

To recap on their journey to date, all three originally entered online with
thousands of other UK hopefuls, from which 50 were invited to compete in the UK
National Selections event.

One of the three, Brian Reynolds, recalls. "We were given only a series of map
co-ordinates and a start time, so the first challenge for those competing in the UK
National Selections was to actually locate the venue where the weekend’s
activites would be taking place."

Having correctly intempreted the map co-ordinates to lead them to the Home of
the Legend in the West Midlands, Biian and his fellow competitors battied it
through the first day’s physically and mentally demanding tasks which included
off-road diiving and team based multi-sport challenges.

At the end of the first day the field of 48 was unceremoniously cut to 24. For
those remaining the reward was a new range of 4x4 diving, navigation and
initiative asse ssments followed by a night challenge (4.30am), which involved the
recovery of a strategically placed Land Rover Defenderin a freezing lake.

Following an exhausting first day and very litle sleep, the second day’s activities
began with kayaking through icy water followed by dimbing, abseiling and a
technical mountain biking course that resulted in three UK finalists being selected
for the International Selections stage, which takes place over five days at the
Land Rover Experience Centre at Eastnor Castle, Herefordshire from 29 January.

Looking forward to the International Selections phase of the G4 Challenge, the
three UK finalists know that just one will go forward to represent the UK in the
Challenge itself. Starting amid the bustle of Bangkok on 23 Apiil, the Challenge
will then travel through the jungles of Laos, followed by a special stage on the
beach in Rio de Janeiro and a dimb through the mountains of Bolivia.
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But before the UK finalists got too carried away with the dream of the travel
adventure of a lifetime, Tim Pickering reminded them of the hard work ahead of
them by building their confidence in vital off-road diiving activities involving deep
water obstacles, mud, ruts and heart stopping incines using Land Rower’s full
range of 4x4 vehides — including the new Range Rover Sport and Discovery 3.

Developing a base of core G4 skills, Tim Pickering also challenged the finalists to
locate various kayaking, mountain biking and abseiling activities, using the latest
GPS positioning equipment.

Exhausted from the final training day’s activities competitors finished with a tough
kayaking challenge, during

which RAF Doctor Andy

Grieve expelienced the

exhilarating nature of G4 as

he spectaculady capsized in

the icydake.

Tim conduded, saying: "If our UK
finalists think thisis tough, they should
wait until the actual challenge — four
weeks non-stop, very litle dleep,
unbelievably demanding physical and
mental challenges, no bed,
questionable food, language barrers,
and the adventure of a lifetime. | wish
them all good luck — they're going to
need it, together with abundant skill
and stamina."

To coincide with the International

Selections, starting on 29 January
2006, a competiton is launched on the G4 Challenge website,
www.landroverg4challenge.com, where visitors to the site get the opportunity to
compete for a host of interesting prizes, most notably the chance to accompany
the G4 Challenge team on the final stage of the competition in Bolivia.
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THE PARTING SHOT
A little toilet humour!

Anyone considering taking on
either of the vacant non-
executive committee positions
of magazine editor or training
officer might like to take note
of BHCLRC's new two-tier
management system.

But as you can see candidates are appreciated.
It appears we may have found a new team of scrutineers.
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