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This year BHCLRC will be five years old.  We are 
celebrating that major milestone in our history wit h a 
5th Birthday Bash Weekend (5BB) on September the 
2nd and 3 rd 2006, at the Weston Underwood trials site, 
with a full weekend of activities . 
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Bar-B-Que - Beer Tent - Disco - Hog Roast 
Bouncy Castles - Music - Camping 

Fun for all the Family 
 

Plus 
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Put the date in your diary! Further information available soon. 
 

Any Queries Contact: 5BB@bhclrc.co.uk 
Or call Colin on: 07801 415684 
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Editors Bit 
 
I seem to be in the enviable position this month, of having far too much 
content for one magazine.  So apologies to those who submitted articles 
that haven’t appeared in this issue but I shall try my utmost to squeeze 
them in next time. 
 
Despite this, I’m still planning on starting a section for the kids next issue 
so any short articles from younger members will be much appreciated. 
 
We also require more nominations for Hunk & babe of the month. 
 
And it looks like the last issue was fine as I didn’t get any response to 
picking out the most mistakes, or maybe it’s just that no one reads this 
little bit at the beginning. 
 
Pete 
 
P.S. I don’t know what Hayley is on about, I thought our stand was full of 
good looking hunks!!  Wasn’t it lads? 
 

Contents 
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Cover Pics  
Main Picture  - BHCLRC in the Massif Central - France 
Bottom Left  - Kevin Hammond & Colin Argent at The Nationals. 
Bottom Right - Steve Brooks at the TYRO Weston Underwood. 
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Spring has finally arrived and the shearing 
season has started with me “shearing” off the 
moustache, so you might have to look twice 
now before you realise it’s me.  I left the rest of 
the coat on though, it’s not summer yet!! 
 

The show season got off to a brilliant start with 
the LRW show and Heritage run at Gaydon.  
Congratulations must go to Russ Brown and 
all the team who organised the event as well 
as all the boys and girls who were part of the 
team that won the inter-club challenge.  Those 

who attended had a great social weekend and got to play with some new 
vehicles that were kindly loaned by Land Rover for the club’s use.  I 
should also like to congratulate Terry Dennis for winning the twist off 
challenge, James Brackenbury for a sterling drive in the Kart races, both 
of which he won by at least one lap! And” Osama Bin Ladle Restall” and 
family for the superb catering facilities. 
 

Elsewhere in this magazine you will find details of the clubs fifth 
anniversary bash, or as it has become affectionately abbreviated, “5BB”.  
Andy Young has volunteered to lead the organising committee and we 
would like ordinary, grass roots members to volunteer ideas, equipment 
and time to help organise this mammoth celebration of the club’s fifth year.  
If you are able, please do what you can to help as "many hands do make 
light work”.  Contact Andy Young for further details on how you can help. 
 

Despite the very wet weather, those who attended the TYRO trial on the 
21st at Weston Underwood had an interesting day’s trialling and were good 
humoured, despite the incessant rain and all said they’d enjoyed it and 
couldn’t wait for the next one. They did ask if the Competition Secretary 
could book the next TYRO on a sunny day though.  How about it Mike, 
have you got any connections in the Met Office??  Thanks to Jason 
Wildman, Mark Avogadri and Mark Goold for their help in setting out, oh 
and by the way, you can all blame Gooldie for section 1. 
 

The rest of the year is busy with a winch recovery training day, a 
navigation training day, 2 x TYRO trials, a CCV trial in October and the 
annual Wales green lane trip as well as the normal runs and RTV trials. 
We are also attending a few more shows later on in the year, so keep a 
keen eye on the events calendar on the club web site or in Four Play.  If 
any member(s) would like to see any other events, or more of a specific 
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type of event included in the club calendar, please discuss your requests 
and any suggestions with a committee member. 
 

Finally, welcome to all our new members.  I look forward to meeting you 
sometime soon. 
 

Gary Culpan 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Why have LR in the name of the Club?  Why not Land 
Rover ?  The problem is that the words "Land Rover" 
are patented, and we can't use them in the Club's name 
without permission - hence we have had to use LR 
instead.  The good news is that Ford Motor Company is 
developing an enlightened attitude towards Land Rover 
clubs and we are hoping to be allowed to use the words 
under a special licence.  In preparation for this, we have 
set up a new company Beds Herts and Cambs Land 

Rover Club.   This permanently protects the Club's use of the name in the 
future and allows us to transfer names at any convenient time. 
 
While going through this process it was noted that no Land Rover club has 
ever successfully trade-marked its club logo. Once again, we have a first 
as the tri-county logo and title is now a registered Trade Mark with the 
Patents Office thanks to Russ Brown's efforts. Russ even had to help their 
registrar come up with a definition of what a 4x4 club is. After some time 
he settled on: -  "The organisation and operation of social, entertainment, 
information and competitive events all offered to members of a club for 
owners of off-road vehicles." 
 
Finally we need a volunteer to take over the post of Membership 
Secretary.  Andy Collins has held this post for over two years but, as the 
politicians have it, he would like to spend more time with his family.  My 
private suspicion is that he wants to spend more time with his V8 special.  
Thanks for all the hard work Andy.  This is a non-Committee post dealing 
with all new membership applications and membership renewals.   If you 
would like to volunteer or the post or to find out more about what is 
involved, please contact me at secretary@bhclrc.co.uk or give me a call 
on 07977 195551. 
 
John Ralphs 
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LAND ROVERS - A WOMANS PERSPECTIVE 
 

What is it with Land Rover men? I 
mean look at Gaydon the other week 
(the Land Rover Heritage Show) - were 
there any great looking hunks? No, just 
a bunch of forty/fifty/sixty/ninety 
somethings wandering around with 
hands in pockets, bellies over belts, 
balding, and generally staring, 
mumbling incomprehensibly and rivet 
counting…. The same bunch will 

probably be at Peterborough, Billing and Eastnor doing the same thing 
and looking at the same vehicles can someone please tell me why???? 
 

What is it about a Land Rover that turns men into clonealikes? OK so I 
can understand the lack of hair - just trying to work out where that damn 
oil leak is coming from has most men tearing their hair out in handfuls. 
The bellies - well I suppose the beer has to go somewhere. But there is 
one thing that all Land Rover men suffer from without exclusion is the 
staring (and not even at women) - yep you've guessed it - at Land Rovers.  
 

Somehow a Land Rover man can stare at a Land Rover for hours not 
blinking, with hands in pockets and with only the occasional 
incomprehensible mumble. And if it's their Land Rover they're staring at 
because they've just added a winch/roll cage/new tyres/alloys/new bumper 
(that tree leapt out at me)/new wing (same reason) blah de blah, then 
forget it girls - might as well serve the next three day's dinners in a dog 
bowl for all they'll notice.  
 

And amazingly the staring will only slowly wear off over a matter of weeks. 
If you watch him closely, every time he walks past the Land Rover he'll 
stop, have a quick look around to make sure no one is watching, hands 
will go into front pockets and he'll have a stare. The length of staring time 
does decrease over a period and will eventually stop but that's until the 
next time he does something to the Land Rover (like give it a wash). 
 

And ladies, if you ever ever want to get a Land Rover man's attention 
forget the stockings and suspenders just open a Land Rover's bonnet - but 
beware - Land Rover men are like honey bees they arrive in swarms……. 
 
Hayley 
 

"Whatever women must do they must do twice as well as men to be 
thought half as good. Luckily, this is not difficul t."  - Charlotte  Whitton 
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Doesn’t time fly when you’re having fun! It is hard 
to believe that it is nearly the end of May already, 
where has the time gone! I’m sorry that I haven’t 
been able to attend more trips but what with my 
house sale falling through at the last minute, and 
my job getting chaotic I just ran out of time. 
However everything seems to be calm at the 
moment so I have managed a couple of trips 
myself. 
 

Greenlaning has been very successful to date this year with trips all over 
the region and as far a field as Berkshire, Oxfordshire and Warwickshire. 
We have seen vehicles as varied as new Disco 3’s to classic series 1s.  
 
We still have a full calendar ahead of us and I am introducing one more 
item .This is a taster session for any member who has never off roaded 
before. This will be a day out in the Thetford Forest in July (I think). Any 
4x4 vehicle is welcome as the day is aimed to be non-damaging however 
you will need to have recovery points as a minimum. This is aimed to be a 
bit of a family day as we can end up at the Forest’s visitor centre where 
there are funky climbing frames and facilities for the kids and a café for the 
parents! (There is a charge to get into the car park which is not included). 
 
I can recommend Thetford as a good place to try out greenlaning as it is 
by and large very friendly towards your vehicles. The terrain we will cover 
will depend a great deal on what type of vehicles attend however much of 
the ground is sandy and hard but I can not absolutely guarantee that your 
nice shiny Range Rover vogue will not get a scratch. For further 
information and to book your spot please contact me via the usual 
methods 
 
Other news :- Some of you may have been observant and noticed that as 
of May 5th RUPP’s (Roads Used as Public Paths) in England have been 
reclassified as RB’s (Restricted Byways) which means that ALL motorised 
vehicles have been banned from these routes.  At this moment in time 
Wales has not implemented the change in classification and Scotland 
does not have RUPP's anyway. This is unfortunately very bad news for us 
greenlaners as many RUPP’s were drivable and presented us with some 
of the best views and experiences. One direct impact on this club is that I 
have had to cancel the trip to the South West as many of the lanes we 
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were to have driven were RUPP’s. When Wales implement the changes 
we will loose several great drives but, at least for this year, it will not 
impact the trip. 
 
The Welsh trip is booking up fast; I don’t have many rooms left so if you 
want a place please send your £25 deposit cheques to John Ralphs as 
soon as possible. 
 
On a separate note you will notice that I have been duly summoned to 
chair the committee for the 5BB or 5th Birthday Bash which will be 
happening in September. I now have a full committee but help is always 
appreciated so please feel free to offer your services even if it is just to 
work on the bar. Currently we still need lots of bits and bobs so look out 
for the general e-mails that come out asking for help. 
 
Finally before I go I would like to thank everyone who has lead for me this 
year especially Keith and Heather, Gary, Russ, Ged and Carol and all the 
others. Without them the Greenlane trips would not occur so next time you 
see them – buy them a beer, a coffee or at least admire their Land Rover! 
 
Happy Landroving 
 
Andy Young 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

Sadly despite great support from the management team at Woburn safari 
park, we still have not been able to get the go ahead from the Duke of 
Bedford to run this planned navigational event.  

  

Time scales are too tight now for a 2006 event, I will look into resurrecting 
the idea for 2007. 

  

I know this is disappointing for those that offered their help and support, 
but hopefully it can come together next year. 
  
Russ Brown 
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Gaydon Heritage Weekend May 2006 
 

Question 1  
How do you get 16 ½ Land Rovers, a Marquee, 2 Caravans, 6 Tents, a 
trailer, 2 barbeques, a fridge, seating for 20 people,  a horsebox and an 

Isuzu, all on a stand designed to take12 vehicles. 
 

Answer  
Get BHCLRC to do it!! 

 

The weekend started on Friday with Gary Culpen, Andy Young and Ben 
Parfitt collecting two New Range Rovers and a Discovery 3 (That will be 
an LR3 Mike), kindly loaned to us by Land Rover to help with our 
Marshalling of the Heritage Run, and then starting to set up the stand and 
direct operations as people were arriving. 

 

With the majority of people there, it 
was then time to relax light up the 
barbeques, no shortage of food with 
the amount everybody brought, and 
partake in a beer or two and early to 
bed (NOT). 
 

Saturday started with sausages and 
bacon on the BBQ followed by fine 
tuning the stand and recovering from 
the previous evenings early night!!  
then on to the inter club challenge. 

 

Competing against five other clubs 
the challenges included Tug of war 
against a tracked 110, Camouflaging 
a TA Defender, Completing a quiz, A 
Space Hopper race (Which Colin 
would prefer to forget about), 
Blindfolded remote control car 
driving, Tirfor Challenge and finally 
go-kart racing, where James 
“Spanky” Brackenbury made up for 
his part in the Space Hopper Race.  
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Saturday evening started with a recce of the Heritage Run route around 
the site in preparation for Sunday morning. 
Question 2  - How do you get 10 large men in a series II? 
Answer - See previous answer. 
Then off to the barbeque & quiz held on top of the Heritage Centre 
Museum, and another early night !!!! 

 

Sunday Morning and time to do 
some work, everybody at their 
marshalling points by 10.30 
ready for the arrival of the 
Heritage Run at 11.00 o’clock.  
120 vehicles doing two circuits 
of the site on two routes that 
cross each other, to be finally 
parked in number order after a 
40 mile journey, not the easiest 
of tasks but we managed it 

 
Sunday afternoon,  the LRW 
twist off competition, in which 
most of the stand participated 
including pushing Colin Argent’s 
engineless trialler up the ramp, 
followed by the prize giving 
where we won the inter club 
challenge and Terry Dennis won 
the twist off, and Honorary 
BHCLRC memberships 
presented to Lynn Bowles and 
LRW’s Laura Daniels. 
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Finally thanks to Russ 
Brown for organizing 
the event and 
blagging the Cars 
from Land Rover.  
Colin Argent for 
organizing the 
marshalling for 
Heritage Run.  Gary, 
Andy & Ben for 
organizing the stand 
on Friday, and to 
everybody who 
attended and made it 
such a memorable 

Weekend. 
 
Highlight of the weekend – Seeing the grin on 6’9” tall Mike Philpot’s face 
after finally finding a Series Land Rover he could drive. 

Pete Restall 



Page 12 

Greenlaning Warks. & Leics. 8th April 2006. 
 

The meet was at Kettering Services on the 
A14. In attendance were, our chairman 
Gary Culpan, riding with Jason Wildman in 
Pongo. Pete and Sue Restall with their 
daughter Paige in a V8 Discovery, Steve 
and Mary Griffiths in the Discovery Three, 
Andy Restall in the 200 TDI Discovery with 
his sons, Evan and Ellis as well as Nita 

Halliwell and not forgetting us new comers in our 300 TDI Discovery. 

 

We all lined up 
for the off a little 
after 10am and 
as this picture 
shows we had a 
groupie! Just as 
this photo was 
being taken a 
green Disco 
decided to try 
and join the fun! 
We soon shook 
them off and 
were under way.                                                                    

 

Our first two lanes were in Northamptonshire, where the going was good. 
There were a few muddy holes along the way to test us but nothing to 

taxing. Also a couple of wrong turns to 
keep us on our toes. The sun was 
shining and we made good progress 
as we passed through Naseby, the 
site of the famous battlefield. We 
crossed the border into Warwickshire 
in the village of Winwick, making a 
quick pee and tea break on the top of 
the hills over looking Leicestershire. 
After teasing Mary about what she 

was doing behind the hedge for so long (sorry no pictures!) and 
threatening to leave her to it, we were on our way. 

 

Following down tracks leading to Elkington, Clay Cotton and Walcote. It 
was just outside Bruntingthorpe were the going got tough. Jason and 
Pongo volunteered to test the lie of the land for the rest of us to check if 
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was Discovery proof. After some thought Pete and Steve decided they 
didn’t want the war wounds on their paintwork and opted for the easier 
route out, leaving ourselves and Andy to negotiate the tunnel of trees and 
the mud.  Gary took the drivers seat in Pongo as Jason had already had 
his fun. This was what greenlaning was all about, lots of bent wing mirrors 
and matching scratches down the side of the Discos, right across the fuel 
caps! We then noticed why Gary and Jason had really swapped drivers as 
there was about half of mile of gate, after gate, after gate. As Gary knew 
the route he took the drivers seat to let Jason open all the gates!!!! 
 

By this time we were in Leicestershire and 
feeling peckish. We stopped in Smeeton 
Westerby for a pint and a refuelling of 
sausage/ham, egg and chips! Good food at 
great prices.  
 
Feeling refreshed and ready for more we set 
off into Leicestershire and into Thorpe 

Langton where we came across a ford. As you can see Pongo tested the 
waters for us and we all followed suit. 

 

After coming through the ford and 
having our wheels cleaned we were 
all itching to get muddy again. 
By this time it was clouding over and 
rain was on the way to give us more 
mud, trickier lanes and a second ford. 
Passing through villages like Gaulby, 
Rollesten, Billesdon and Skeffington 
we saw how the other half live, with 
their huge mansions over looking glorious countryside (of course all had 
the necessary land rover of one type or two, parked on the drive or in their 
quadruple garage!!)  
Also around this time we 
spotted a sign to Sha gton. 
I think some people 
wanted to make a quick 
detour but they would have 
been disappointed as it 
should have read 
Shangton!! 

 

On this trip we also learned 
about animals and their 
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land rover preferences, which might be worth bearing in mind for future 
trips. Sheep like the older models, especially in red, whilst cows prefer the 
discovery’s and licked Andy’s to death. Next time we shall remember the 
mint sauce! As it started to rain steadily we found the mud was sticking 
more. Most of us stayed nice and warm and dry in our trucks but spare a 
thought for those who had to keep getting out to open and close the 
gates!! 

 

On our way back we encountered a nasty hail 
storm. This was also at our highest point, 179m 
above sea level. We travelled round the hill 
with a great muddy track and lots of grass 
humps. Also the view was something to behold 
but I don’t think anyone was really looking they 
were having to much fun in the mud! 

 

At about 6pm, we found ourselves 
back at the ford in Thorpe 
Langton, which had swollen a bit 
with the rain since our visit earlier 
in the afternoon.  We all passed 
through to make an attempt to 
clean up before hitting the main 
roads home. The picture on the 
right is us driving towards Pete as 
he was taking the photo! 

 

All in all a great day with some 
interesting lanes. Some had been tidied up since Gary’s last visit and were 
not as muddy as he might have hoped but I don’t think anyone really 
minded. 

 

Our thanks to Gary for organising a good day out and we look forward to 
the next one. 
 

Thanks 
Stephen and Emma Moorbey 
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TYRO – Weston Underwood – 21st May 2006 
 

Having never entered any type of 
off-roading event before, driving 
the first section of the TYRO at 
Weston Underwood in not the 
best of conditions (i.e. very, very, 
VERY persistent rain) I was 
wondering what I had let myself 
in for!! But I was pleasantly 
surprised, I have watched a 
couple of the local RTV’s at 
Croydon, and yes it is funny to 
watch who gets stuck in the 

muddy hole, but you don’t understand what the attraction is unless you 
have a go yourself.  Everyone at the TYRO was helpful and encouraging, 

didn’t make you feel like a complete (novice/twit) and you did start to 
believe ‘I can do this’  Each section got progressively harder and by the 
end of the 8th section we 
were driving up steep 
slopes, it was a bit nerve 
racking as it was so 
slippery but fun 
nevertheless. I might have 
been able to have done 
that first section by the end 
of the day! 
 
Anyone that knows me, 
knows I am at my happiest 
driving my yellow 1.8 Turbo 
Cupra R at its fastest, but 



Page 16 

since these Landrovers have been appearing on 
our drive (last count 3) my track time is non 
existent, but I think the TYRO could be the start 
of something, you feel that you have achieved 
something after driving a section, even if you 
have scored a 6, it makes you want to do better 
next time. An added bonus is you can take the 
kids with you, and if they are old enough (13) 

they can have a go 
them selves.  
I think it is going to 
have to be a case of if 
you cant beat them join 
them, as our weekends 
now revolve around 
what club events are 
on, the Cupra R is 
going to have to go and 
be replaced with a 
Freelander (my excuse is that as I 
am not very tall and the Disco’s and 
Range Rovers are too big for me) 
but it does have to have a loud 
peddle. 

All in all a TYRO is a brilliant day 
out for all the family, it makes you 
feel involved with the club, and 
gives you some understanding as 
to what the attraction of an open 
Landrover bonnet has. So more 
TYRO’s please but can someone 
have a word upstairs and not make 

it so wet next time! 
 

Sue Restall  

Weston Underwood Results 
Name Class Pos Score 
Robin Herbert 3 1 1 
Dick Greaves 2 2 7 
Keith Parkinson 3 3 12 
Steve Brooks 3 4 21 
Sue Restall 3 5 26 
Tim Parfitt 3 5 26 
Nell Wharton 3 7 29 
Heather Parkinson 3 8 30 
Mike Philpot 3 9 Ret 
Vanessa Ralphs 2 9 Ret 
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SUPER MUD-OKU No 3! 
Grease up your grey matter! 

 

 90     86   

 109   110 80   90 

  107  100 90    

 100 80   109  107  

110 86      80 101 

 107  101   110 90  

   88 86  101   

107   90 101   109  

  101     86  

 
Instead of using the numbers 1-9, we’re using most of the different 
wheelbases used by Land Rover over the years (80, 86, 88, 90, 
100, 101, 107, 109 and 110) 
 

Before you cry “foul”, We 
know the 90 was in fact 
92.9 inches, but work 
with me on this !! 
 

Fill in all the squares in 
the grid so that each row, 
column and each of the 
3x3 squares contains all 
the wheelbases from 80 -
110.  
 

Solution in the next issue 
of Four-Play. 
 
 

100 107 110 109 90 86 101 80 88 

101 90 88 100 110 80 109 107 86 

109 80 86 101 88 107 100 110 90 

88 86 80 90 107 101 110 109 100 

90 101 100 110 109 88 80 86 107 

107 110 109 80 86 100 90 88 101 

80 88 90 107 101 109 86 100 110 

110 100 107 86 80 90 88 101 109 

86 109 101 88 100 110 107 90 80 

Solution to Super Mud-oku  2 
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Quainton Trial 23 rd April 2006  
 

Where was the smell of sizzling 
bacon?   There is always the smell of 
frying bacon when Alf Ziemelis and 
the Black Sheep set out a trial. 
 

Something was obviously different.   
We were right to be suspicious as 
we tackled the first section.   
Getting to the 11 gate was nigh on 
impossible, unless your name was 
Simon Day.  Then the penny dropped. Alf had mentioned during the 
driver's briefing that we could choose our own lines of approach.  It never 

occurred to us we 
would be allowed 
such huge loops.  I 
think one of mine 
went via 
Oxfordshire. 
 
The weather 
started reasonably 
well, but deteri-
orated during the 
day which gave 
Nita a problem 
with the scoring.  
Thanks to Andy 

Broderick for the use of his marquee, 
at least the presentation of trophies 
was under cover. 
 
Sympathies to Jason Wildman and 
Gary Culpan driving Pongo when the 
front prop-shaft broke in half, and to 
Kevin Hammond who retired with a 
badly damaged exhaust. 
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A fine drive by Pete Restall in his 
Series IIa at a difficult event.  An 
excellent drive again by Simon, 
presumably warming up for the 
Nationals where he won the 
Specials class last year.   We wish 
him well again this year. 
 
John Ralphs 
 

 

Quainton Results 
Name Class Pos Score 
Simon Day 4 1 24 
Russ Brown 2 2 25 
Pete Restall 1 3 25 
Russ Beck 1 4 32 
Andy Restall 3 5 35 
Hayley Brown 2 6 38 
Steve Alcock 0 7 45 
Andy Young 2 8 46 
Kevin Cook 2 9 47 
John Ralphs 1 10 48 
Richard Hoole 0 11 55 
Steve Griffiths 3 12 65 
Gary Culpan 4 13 Ret 
Kevin Hammond 3 13 Ret 
Jason Wildman 4 13 Ret 
Mary Griffiths 3 13 Ret 



Page 20 

Massif Central France - March 2006  

 

The long journey to the Massif Central in France 
started early on Sunday morning at Dover 
where this years group all met up. There was: 
Andy Young & Pete Newman in a Disco, Keith & 
Heather Parkinson in their Green 110, Richard 
& Diane Shepherd in a 90, Mike & Libby Philpot 
with William & Michael Junior in “Precious” their 
V8 Range Rover, Bryan Moss in his 90 Pickup 
and finally me & Terry in the Starship 
Enterprise, our Blue 110. 
 

After an uneventful trip on the ferry we landed at 
Calais ready for the 500 mile journey to our 
base for the week. 
 

The trip to Villenuve D’Allier was just 
as uneventful as the ferry crossing, 
despite Andy’s sat nav refusing to find 
the village, but we got to our hotel at 
around 9.45 pm to be greeted by our 
tour guide, Eric Bowyer-Wilson from 
Mudplug Ltd, and the owner of the 
hotel, Alain, who had a meal waiting 
for us, This was of course followed by 
a much welcomed visit to the hotel 
bar.  The first day was a long one for 
most people concluded around 1am 
for a well deserved sleep!  

 

The first day of 
greenlaning started with 
beautiful blue skies and 
wonderful scenery, We 
had a late start at 10am 
as we made our way to 
the first lane and spent 
the morning heading on 
lanes towards the small 
village of Mercouer, 
finally arriving back at the 
hotel for lunch at around 
3.00 pm. French time 
keeping – don’t you just 
love it! 
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Eric decided that rather than carry on laning 
he would take us to a local trials site so that 
we could enjoy some more “extreme off 
roading”.  Later in the afternoon Alain, an 
experienced Landrover owner and trialer, 
and also the mayor of the region arrived in 
his Tomb Raider style 110 and told us of a 
new Trials section they had been designing, 
he invited us to give it a go which of course 
all of us were up for. We had to first clear 
the exit path as it had been blocked by a 
fallen tree, however that was soon winched 
away by the ever useful Starship Enterprise. 
Once this was cleared we walked the 
section to work out the best lines to take. A 
coloured ribbon outlined the section and we 
were told to keep this on our left.  
 

Bryan was first up and I decided to join him in his 90 Pickup as I was looking 
forward to this. We were told again to keep the coloured ribbon on our left. 

We got to the particular 
point in the course where 
we needed to turn directly 
left but for some reason 
Bryan preceded forward, 
from there all I remember is 
going out into the fast 
flowing water. The current 
was so strong it took us 
and swept us down stream 
about 50 or so yards at 
which point the 90 was 
stopped by underwater 
boulders. It was at this 
point that water started 

flowing into the cab and it was filling fast, I was getting more and more 
concerned as it got higher and higher. Bryan did the right thing by cutting the 
engine and we both swore.  
 

I cried out, “we are going to die”, and Bryan did his best to calm me down. 
The rescue was well underway on shore as people were running about to get 
things sorted. Back in the 90 we tried in vain to get the electronic equipment 
up and out of the way but with no luck.  
 

By this time Pete Newman was battling with the freezing mountain water to try 
and get a tie line to us. Each time he was beaten back by the ferocious 
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current. Back on the river bank it was agreed that the rescue needed another 
line of approach.  
 

As the water was so cold Bryan and I almost lost hope, until we saw the 
others sorting out their vehicles for a different method of recovery. They were 
gathered on the edge of the island that we were trying to get around and were 
attempting to get as close to us as they safely could. This gave Bryan and I 
something to think about to try and calm us down.  
 

Suddenly orders came from the shore to catch a strop that was about to be 
thrown to us, After several attempts Bryan caught the strop and successfully 
tied it on to the steering wheel as this was the only thing accessible to us that 
could with stand the pressure of the fast running waters. 

 

After about 15 minutes or so the strop suddenly broke loose because of the 
extreme water current, Bryan tried to grab it and managed to get his right 
hand caught between the strop and the drivers window frame, unfortunately 
the water pulled the strop with such force that it trapped his middle finger 
which was later found to have been broken. The strop pulled free but it was 
caught by the guys on the bank.  
 

By this point in the rescue the light was starting to fail fast. After more 
consultation up on the bank, Bryan was thrown another strop, the other end of 
which, like all the ropes connected to our vehicle by then, was connected to 
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the other vehicles back on the bank.  He was told to tie it around himself and 
to climb up onto the roof of the 90. Once up there he was thrown yet another 
strop, (God only knows where all these strops came from!) and he was 
instructed to tie it onto the spare wheel bracket located the other side of the 
cab under a metal hardtop.  
 

During all of this, the only thing that I was worried about was my camera, 
which was in the cab with me. It’s funny how your mind ignores the perils you 
are in! I have now 
been told I should 
have been taking 
pictures! Anyway I was 
told to climb onto the 
roof of the 90, but 
being 6’4” and trying to 
squeeze through the 
drivers side window 
was slightly 
challenging to say the 
least!  However once 
on the roof I was told 
to tie another strop 
around my waist ready 
to jump into the water 
nearest the bank. During all of this Pete had calmly given me instruction to 
jump into the water but to one side of the rope that was tying the 90 to the 
vehicles on the bank and to grab it with a death grip, then pull myself along 
using this rope while the people on the bank pulled the rope connected to me. 
Andy was in the calmest  area of the water ready to help me, it still took me a 
while to get the courage to jump into the freezing water however I did, at 
which point the events that followed are a bit hazy.  
 

The next thing I can remember is being undressed by Heather and Diane, 
being wrapped in a survival blanket and being dressed in warm clothes 
apparently during all of this Bryan was also jumping into the water. We were 
both placed into the safety of Andy’s Disco to warm up.  
 

From here we could watch the rescue of the 90 itself. We could see from the 
safety of Andy’s Disco that the ‘Enterprise’ was being used as the main 
recovery vehicle using the new winch to its extreme! Not long after our rescue 
we were whisked off to the Hotel in the back of Keith’s 110 to enjoy separate 
luke warm baths!  
 

Whilst Bryan & I were getting warm the rescue continued. For us the rest of 
the night was spent warming up and having a drink to try and get over the 
shock. Bryan was whisked off to the nearest Hospital to have his finger looked 
at, he arrived back around Midnight with news that it was indeed broken and a 
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surgeon was going to have a look at the x-rays which had been taken the next 
day.   
 

Andy – The rescue of Bryan’s 90 was fairly uneventful. Fortunately during an 
earlier winching exercise Bryan had attached a bridle across the front of his 
vehicle which when on the roof of the car he could just reach. Just before his 
daring leap into the river he attached the last remaining rope to this bridle 
which was then connect to a winch. Once we could safely reach the front of 
his vehicle the winch was connected directly and Bob, as his 90 was now 
known, was pulled into shore. Once on dry land it was towed in the usual 
manner back to the hotel where it was left to drip dry for the night. 
During breakfast the following morning Eric received a call from the consultant 

at the Hospital who advised that 
Bryan would need an operation 
so Eric & Bryan then spent the 
rest of the day at the local 
hospital. 
 

After the events of the previous 
day the rest of us decided to 
have a calm stress free day.  
Mike and Pete spent the day 
injecting new life into the 
drowned TD5 while the rest of us 
sorted out and dried the 
equipment from the previous 

evening followed by a trip to Brioude for some sightseeing. 
 

Andy – Pete and Mike damn nearly rebuilt this 90 having had to drain half a 
French river from the various components and fuel systems. Fortunately the 
hotel had a well equipped garage and Pete and Mike seemed to be enjoying 
themselves, Baring in mind this vehicle is a TD5 there was a small wager that 
the vehicle would not start again – imagine my disgust when with a turn of the 
key at 5pm (ish) the engine spluttered then roared back to life! 
 

On the third day we were all up bright and early for another day of laning. 
Early on we caught our first glimpse of snow. Ok, it was in the distance on the 
mountains but it was still snow! We continued our morning’s laning in, typical 
English weather, when suddenly we saw real snow.  At this point the cameras 
came out and we were only at around 3,000ft!  As we carried on we saw more 
and more snow. Everybody went out of their way to drive through it.  That 
afternoon we experienced some very interesting, and very narrow lanes and 
ended up losing two wing mirrors and a C.B. aerial between us.  
 

Day Four started at 9.30 with us ready for a whole day’s laning, with the 
possibility of doing some better snow driving thrown in! The first part of the 
day we spent doing the lanes around Langeac. Stopping only for lunch in a 
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small forest. The Picnic was 
superb, so much food to eat! 
After lunch we carried on with a 
variety of lanes slowly climbing 
through the very tight and 
slightly overgrown lanes where 
the trees claimed another 
victim, this time its Keith’s CB 
aerial. The afternoon’s hill 
ascents were tricky; but by the 
end we had climbed to over 
4,500ft and were driving in real 
snow!  

 

The day continued with lots of fords and tight bends, some bends were so 
tight even the 90’s needed 2 or 3 attempts to get around them! We found 
what looked like an excellent 
lane down the mountainside, but 
we were unable to drive it as it 
was covered in several feet of 
partial thawed and refrozen 
snow, so we carried on to find 
another – which was just as 
much fun to drive. The day 
came to an end at around 8pm 
when we arrived back in the 
hotel for dinner, and the bar!  
 

Our final day in France started in 
search of the local lanes as it 
had been agreed that we would only spend a half-day laning. Mike & Libby 
and family had decided not to join us on this occasion as they wanted to pop 

into Brioude to do a little bit 
of sightseeing.  
 

This final morning turned out 
to have quite an eventful 
lane. As we headed towards 
the end of the lane, suddenly 
the convoy stopped and we 
all got out to see what the 
problem was. A huge birch 
tree had fallen and now 
blocked the lane, Alain was 
convinced as English we 
would want to turn around 
and return home so to prove 
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a point we all hatched a plan to move this tree we all suddenly jumped into 
action. Everybody raided the back of their Landies to find any equipment that 

could be used and out of nowhere 
came 2 Hi-Lifts, a long tree strop and a 
pruning saw.  After the tree had been 
cut in half we needed a method of 
shifting it, so using a large tree as a 
lever point and connecting strops to 
Eric’s vehicle he reversed back down 
the lane which pulled the tree down the 
bank and away from the lane. After this 
unexpected stop, a few more lanes 
and finally lunch we decided to head to 
the trials area for a final go before 

tomorrow’s journey home. 
 

During the afternoon, everybody conquered his or her fears. Firstly Pete 
drove me and Bryan back around the trials course in Andy’s Disco, during 
which time Pete showed us the route we should have taken. After completing 
the course, Pete invited me to drive around the course with him in the 
passenger seat, after much deliberation I agreed. It was a good feeling to be 
able say I completed the course that caused so much commotion earlier in 
the week.  
 
Andy – Everyone had a go at driving the wet section – mostly in my disco. It 
was a pleasure to see everyone complete this bit with no further disruption – 
except for Graeme managing to catch my roof on a tree – one that everyone 
else had missed. But then it’s just a battle scar – no harm done and no 
injuries! 
 
We arrived back at the hotel tired and exhausted after a busy week, and after 
a final meal it was soon time to say our goodbyes to Eric & Alain, our hosts for 
the week, before our very early start in the morning. 
 

The journey home began with Andy discovering a flat tyre, so after a slightly 
delayed start we were finally on our way to Calais.  It was as uneventful as 
the journey down except that despite all the hard work put in by Pete and 
Mike in reviving Bryan’s TD5, the ECU decided it had had enough as we 
approached Paris.  So after a quick call to the AA and the knowledge that 
Bryan would be looked after, the rest of the group continued on to Calais to 
catch the ferry home. 
 

We finally arrived back in England to typical English weather, cold, wet and 
very thick fog! We said our last goodbyes at the port and promptly set off for 
our respective homes with lots of memories from an eventful week, and ready 
for a good night sleep in our own beds! 
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Graeme Halls 
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As I am sure you are all aware the greenlaners were over in France back 
in March and as many of you will know we, unfortunately, had an incident 
which could potentially have had a very nasty outcome.  

  

We were spending some 
time on a trials site, near 
the hotel, playing in the 
mud, after a great day of 
laning, when we were 
introduced to a wet 
section. The adjacent river 
was flowing fast but the 
course area was well 
sheltered with little or no 
flowing water. 

  

So having all walked the 
course and decided on 

the best routes to take we sent out two members in a 90 to give it a shot. It 
was by now 4 – 4.30 on a wet French afternoon... We sent out the 90 and 
despite clear instructions to hold to the left the vehicle managed to veer 
right and ended out into the main stream – now had this been mid summer 
it would not have been a problem – however the fast flowing river soon 
caught the front of the 
vehicle and lifted it into the 
main stream and swept it 
some 20 metres down river 
whilst turning the vehicle 
through 180 degrees. 
Fortunately the 90 settled 
on a gravel bank and was 
trapped by rocks. 
Unfortunately the river was 
flowing to fast too open the 
doors and too deep to 
wade away from, the water 
itself was flowing over the bonnet. It is worth noting that this river ran 
straight down from the mountains, in March it was full of thawed snow and 
as a result was cold (with a capital C). 

  

At this point our two members Pete Newman and Mike Philpot came 
together to organise and manage a rescue plan – there is a full story 
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attached to this but to be honest it is a long one. It will be in this months 
edition of Fourplay – suffice it to say that everyone present pulled together 
to ensure that we got Bryan and Graeme to safety and rescued the 90 – 
however without the leadership and selfless acts of Mike and Pete – who 
much of the time was up to his chest in cold fast flowing water – it could 
have been much much worse. 

  

Mike and Pete were instrumental and played the major part in the saving 
the lives of our two members and without their gallantry, experience, 
leadership and cool headedness we could have had an entirely different 
outcome. Mike and Pete worked constantly and calmly instructing 
everyone else and maintaining the composure of the two stranded 
members. I have been involved in many different team events (gladly not 
with these potential outcomes) over the years and I have never seen such 
an efficient and effective style of team work.. 

 

The whole rescue took somewhere in the region of 5 hours from the first 
moment the 90 entered the water, through getting Bryan and Graeme out 
and until we got “Bob” the Land Rover to dry ground. During this time 
Peter and Mike stayed in full control and despite being wet and cold and 
physically involved still maintained their professionalism all the way 
through.  

As a mark of respect to these two individuals the committee, on behalf of 
the membership, have decided to honour them both with Honorary Life 
Memberships 
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Andy Young  
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This was the first trip of 2006 to the lanes of Bedfordshire and fearing the 
worst with the recent closures of lanes in Northants and the transferences 
of RUPPS to Restricted by ways we all met up at Sainsbury’s in 
Biggleswade. 

I remembered far too 
late the fact that 
Sainsbury car park is 
way to small for 
Sainsbury so add 10 
Land Rovers on a 
Saturday morning and 
you get an unhappy 
shop manager. So to 
keep everyone happy 
we met in the road 
next to the car park 
and just annoyed the 
local inhabitants on 
the way to the council 
tip instead. 

 
Having divided every one into two groups – the discovery’s and the 
defenders with a token series per group off we all went. Keith and 
Heathers group headed straight north for Graffham water to then come 
south and west. It was here that I had a nasty moment as Keith informed 
that the first lane 
he got to was 
TRO’d. However I 
am pleased to say 
that it was the 
only one all day. 
 
My group of four 
discos and one 
series headed out 
west and was 
soon laning away. 
I was well aware 
that I would loose 
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two of my group at lunch time as there was a little pub league or 
something similar football game on between Liverchester City and Wet 
Brom (at least that’s what I think it was), so we got in some of the most 
interesting lanes first. 

 

My personal favourite is through some very tight trees where long wheel 
bases really have to pay attention. However we all got through and 
proceeded on getting mud on the tyres, and water on the engine. 
 
Even when my group did shrink 
down we still continued on and 
ended up over by Santa Pod race 
way – it was drag racing day. We 
managed to get all the way around 
with no major damage, no 
breakdowns and I‘m pleased to say 
without even getting lost. 
 
Bedfordshire still remains one of my 
favourite places to lane and this 
month’s trip was no exception. 
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Andy Young 

W I N C H  T R A I N I N G  
 

A great deal of interest has been generated from the April Anglian Novice Winch 
Challenge. As a result I have been asked to organise a training session before 
the next one in September.  This has been set up for July the 16th at the Bird 
Garden site at Weston Underwood. Fees for this are expected to be the same as 
a Trial £15 per vehicle to cover the cost of hiring the site. 
Members without a winch are still welcome as there is usually more work to do 
outside the vehicle than inside on a challenge, so they will be able to get involved. 
This first session will assume no prior experience of winching so will start with 
safety checks and good practises, through pulling up hill and lowering down and 
finishing with clearing a fallen tree from the site for the land owner. 
If any members have specific requests regarding training please let me know as 
early as possible as it takes 4 weeks to get the training permit from the MSA. 
Finally if you have ancillary equipment such as tree strops, shackles and snatch 
blocks please make sure they are rated for the purpose you will be using them. 
If you have any questions please contact me through the web site or on 
07973845668 
 
Steve Gowing 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Vacancy – Membership Secretary 
 
As Andy Collins prepares to bow out from a successful and much appreciated 
stint as MemSec, the door opens for somebody else.    Will it be you ?  
 
MemSec is a non-Committee post but yet is possibly one of the most import roles 
within the Club.  Without it, there would be nobody to welcome new members, 
nobody to remind us when our memberships fall due, and nobody to issue annual 
membership cards.   It is also the first point of contact in the Club for many 
people, so “people skills” are very important.  
 
The admin task is straightforward but, with about 250 full members and a similar 
number of family members, you should expect the job to take up about an hour a 
week – plus numerous distractions in between when the unforeseen happens.      
 
In addition to the use of e-mail, the records are held on an Access database 
which is surprisingly easy to use, even for numbskulls like me who know nothing 
about databases.    
 
If you would like to find out more or would consider volunteer for the post, then 
please contact me at secretary@bhclrc.co.uk or call me on 01977 195551 
 
John Ralphs 
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A very warm welcome to all the new members listed below that 
have joined since the last issue of Four Play. We hope to see you at 
one of the Club Nights (first Thursday in the month) or perhaps at 
one of the Club events. If any of you have any queries at all give 
one of the committee members a call and we will answer any 
questions you may have, or if any one has any technical Land 
Rover problems, let us know and someone will try to help you 
Happy Land Rovering……. 

 
 

Name Area Vehicles 
Geoff Endersby Biggleswade Disco 
Daniel Voutt Lt. Downham Disco - 90 
Kevin Frost Linslade SIII 
Martin Lewis Buckland Common 90 
Stuart Francis Hemel Hempstead 88 - 109 
Richard Griffiths Sawbridgeworth  
Derrick Giffin Saffron Waldon JEEP!!! 
Tim Wright Huntingdon 110 
Tim Smith Letchworth 110 
Simon Foster Ipswich 90 - Range Rover 
Richard Hodge Essendon S 1 
Gary Kenney Hertford Heath Disco 
Steve Brookes Harpole Disco - Defender 
Hans Heuer Stevenage 90 
Alan Beesley Enfield 100 
Darren Vinnicombe Leighton Buzzard Freelander 

 
 

Please note we are no longer listing family members  names due to lack of 
room but we would still like to say welcome to your  families too. 

 

Total Full Members = 273 
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Stickers with Club logo  
 

 
Recovery Ropes   

All Working Load Limit (WLL) ratings are for hauling only.  
All items are labelled and have a batch number  

4.5 metre nylon rope  
(24 mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6:1 safety factor)  

£21.00 

8.0 metre nylon rope  
(24 mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6:1 safety factor)  

£35.00 

2.0 metre nylon bridle  
(24 mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6:1 safety factor)  

£15.00 

8.0 metre kinetic rope  
(24mm, 3 strand, 2.0 tonne, 6;1 safety factor)  

£45.00 

 
Recovery kit   

All Working load Limits (WLL) ratings below are for lifting.  
All strops are labelled and have a batch number. 

For hauling (not snatch recovery) the WLL is 2.7 of the lifting SWL.  
Superwinch EP9 12 volt electric winch c/w wire 
rope, snatch block, and roller fairlead 

£425.00 

4 ft Hi- Lift Jack (HL-485 ) all cast construction £49.95  
Bow shackle (6.5 tonne)  £8.00 
Roller fairlead (Superwinch – X6, X9, S9, EP6, EP9 
& Husky) 

£60.00 

Bow shackle (4.75 tonne)  £6.50 
2.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £10.50 
3.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £14.00 
4.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £17.00 
5.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £18.00 
8.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £24.00 
10.0 metre duplex strop (2.0 tonne) £28.00 

 
Miscellaneous  

2.0 litre AFFF fire extinguisher (complete with bracket)  £23.00 
 

Contact Russ Black,  
Phone 01234 216682 Mobile: 07981 310891  

A7 window sticker £1.00 
A7 sticker £1.00 
A4 sticker £5.00 
A2 sticker £15.00 
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email: shop@bhclrc.co.uk �
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Great Brickhill RTV 25/06/06 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitwell TYRO 16/07/06 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quinton RTV  23/07/06 
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Please ensure that you have your membership card to hand when 
contacting these suppliers, as they will ask for your membership number. 

 

Company  Web Site Phone Contact Discount  
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Hunk Of The Month  
 
Ewan McGregor 
 
I know he is not driving a Land Rover but 
according to Top Gear he does own a 
Defender 110, complete with snorkel.  After 
searching the internet for over an hour there 
were no pictures of him in a Land Rover 
anywhere.  If anyone knows of one just send 
it to mag@bhclrc.co.uk for a future issue. 
Any man who can ride around the world on a 
Motor Bike is a SUPERHUNK in my book. 
And anyone who saw him on Top Gear will 
understand why he’s Hunk of the month and 
not Jeremy Clarkson!!! 
 
Sue  
 
 

Babe Of The Month 
 

Bianca  
 

Not much to write about this 
time but you can see the full 
set of pictures at 
www.carstuckgirls.com 

Nothing dirty apart from the 
mud, and I don’t get it either 
but as they say it takes all 
sorts. 

Pete 
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�  Stop Press �  
BHCLRC Honours Heroes 

 

Following a daring rescue on the Clubs recent greenlaning trip to France 
Mike Philpot and Pete Newman have been awarded Honorary Life 
Memberships in recognition of there bravery.  The awards were presented 
at the last Club Pub Night. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See Page 26 for the full story, and read all 
 about the trip and the rescue on Page 19. 
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