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THE BEDS, HERTS & CAMBS LAND ROVER CLUB
Heroics Save Club Members Lives E'.L"S';’j;f;‘;:“““"’“‘*““““‘""

e Beds, Herts & Cambs Land
Rover Club’s recent trip to
France could sasily have rasulted
in tragedy wera in not far the
bravery of its mambers,

While crossing a fast flowing river in
the Massif Central region of the
country, Bryan Moss and Gragme Halls
accidentally made a wrong turn — 2
mistake that nearly cost them the-ir
lives. Their Land Rover TOE 50 was
suddanly swept downsiream, with the
river in full food with freezing melt
wiater from the mountains.

Fortunalely, club members Peter
Mewman and Mike Philpot were on
hand. Pete runs a guarry and Mike is
a senving US Air Force ofiicer, so both
are very well used to thinking on their
feet and managing difficult and
dangerous situations.

They quickly located the vehicle and
trigd in vain to throw a ling to Bryan-and
Graeme, but the strong current of the
river made it impossible for them to get
close enough to their colleagues. MNext
they tried ta attach a winch, but this
also failed. After several hours, a strop
eventually reached Bryan and Graeme,
whowere forced (o jJump into the icy
water before being pulled to safety.
Mot satisfied with simply saving their
fellow club members, Peter and Mike
succeaded in attaching a winch to the
80 and towing it onta the bank, The
whaole rescue oparation took 5 hours,
with the twao heroes spending far too
long in the cold water,

In recognition of their braveny and
leadership, Mike and Peter were made
hionarary, Iife-long members of theclub.
At a special ceremony, hald in June,
club chairman Gary Culpan awarded the
pair with BHCLRC bravery certificates
and said: 'The Oxford English Dictionary
defines club as 'combing together for
jaint action. Inrescuing Bryan, Graeme
and their vehiclé from: the riverin
France, Peter Mewman and Michagl
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together and acted jointly, to help their
two fellow members in the true spirit of

the eclub. For these reasons, the club Michast _.1 ol
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recagnitien and thanks fram the club for e S he AT
their quick thinking, courage-and bravery S

and all this'while placing themselves in o T
danger of being swept away in & cald,
fast flowing niver to complete the
rescue. Well done from evemvane.
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